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Pakistan Afghanistan Joint Chamber of Commerce & Industry (PAJCCI)
Vision Statement:

“Peace & Prosperity through Promotion of Bi-lateral Trade between Afghanistan and Pakistan”

The formation of Pakistan-Afghanistan Joint Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PAJCCI) is a breath
of fresh air for both the countries. Despite existing political upheavals and sensitive socio-cultural
issues, the push for economic collaboration from business community across the border has always
been explicit. The economic platforms are eagerly rethinking their bilateral relationship and
discussions are underway with respect to reviving the economic ties, curtailing smuggling and
preventing flow of prohibited goods. This pressing need was sensed by business representatives in
both the countries and they mutually agreed to establish a cooperative body on a private initiative in
order to bring the business communities of the two countries closer together.
Pakistan Afghanistan Joint Chamber of Commerce & Industry (PAJCCI) is a joint collaboration
between Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI), Chaman Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (CCCI), Khyber Pakhtoonkhwa Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KPCCI) and
Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce (ACCI). The entity is duly recognized and licensed by Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan as well as Islamic Republic of Pakistan.
Recognizing the importance of this initiative, the British government offered to assist in the formation
of the joint chamber and its capacity building. For the due process and execution of project objectives
effectively British High Commission (BHC) engaged Center for International Private Enterprise (CIPE),
which is a non-profit affiliate of the US Chamber of Commerce, as a technical partner and facilitator in
the process.
Pakistan Chapter has been awarded license to operate as a Chamber on All-Pakistan basis. This
Chamber is first of its kind, established with full confidence of both the business communities, more
importantly endorsed by respective Governments and facilitated by Ministry of Commerce of both the
countries.
The vision of this trans-border arrangement is not only to transform the economic landscape of the
South and Central Asian region but also to facilitate peace prospects and to curb extremism and
terrorism. The Chamber was established having members of Business and Industrial community from
across the border with a motive to provide level playing field for promoting the bi-lateral trade and
investment, ensuring transfer of technology, exploring new trade opportunities and areas of mutual
interests, alleviating illegal trade and promoting positive image of both the countries across the globe.
It would also be a catalyst to easing out any pressures induced by Political or Legal framework in the
respective countries in the most appropriate manner possible. It was agreed between the two sides to
ease trade between the two countries and all problems or hurdles are done away with. It was also
decided to resolve the mutual issues amicably among the representatives on the Board and then
putting them forward to their respective governments unanimously. It was agreed mutually that this
platform will not only resolve trade based issues amicably but would also strategize on the macro-level

to facilitate respective Governments to revive bi-lateral political relationship as well, in the greater
interest of both the countries.
Under the visionary leadership, the Chamber aim to facilitate Pakistan to gain access to the Central
Asian States via Afghanistan and would further enhance the bilateral trade opportunities. The
Chamber will serve to ensure win-win situation for all stakeholders and will serve as a body to
enhance trade relations between two brotherly nations without succumbing to any unrelated political or
cultural influence.
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ECONOMY OF PAKISTAN-2014
Overview of the Economy
Pakistan succeeded in attaining 4.14 percent growth in the outgoing fiscal year which is the highest
level achievement since 2008-09. The economy has taken a turnaround on account of following serious
economic agenda and striving sincerely to implement it. Early positive results, particularly stabilizing
foreign exchange reserves, appreciation of exchange rate, stability in prices despite heavy adjustments,
remarkable industrial growth on account of improved energy supply, exceptional increases in
remittances, historical heights of Karachi Stock Exchange, shift in market based (TBills and PIB),
public debt toward medium to long term, successful launching of Euro Bond and auction of 3G/4G
licenses reinforced this view. The international financial institutions are also acknowledging and
appreciating the positive improvements in national economy.

Global Developments
The outgoing year witnessed global recovery, and the global outlook indicates some optimism in
economic activities. The world economy after witnessing a moderate growth of 2.1 percent in 2013
experiencing 3.0 percent growth in 2014 and outlook is even stable with 3.3 percent growth.
China and Pakistan entered into a comprehensive plan to create a new “economic corridor” between the
two nations. The list of projects to be completed in Pakistan is under consideration and joint working
groups have been formed. The corridor will serve as a driver for connectivity between South Asia and
East Asia. These new trade linkages are expected to increase and Pakistan will benefit from key export
markets, and undoubtedly the Pakistan economy has a bright future.

GDP of Pakistan
Reflecting some improvement in electricity supply that facilitated increased industrial production,
growth in the gross domestic product (GDP) of Pakistan reached an estimated 4.1% in Fiscal Year 2014
(ended 30 June 2014), unexpectedly accelerating from 3.7% in FY2013. Reform initiated by the
government helped improve economic conditions during the year. Renewed support from development
partners and a $2 billion eurobond issue, the first in 7 years, helped stabilize the currency and rebuild
foreign exchange reserves from very low levels. The continuation of economic reforms and efforts to
improve the security environment would improve business confidence and help revive private
investment.

The consolidated fiscal deficit excluding grants was contained at 5.5% of GDP in FY2014, down from
an average of 8.0% in the previous 3 years. This improvement came mainly from a large one-off
increase in nontax revenues and a provincial cash surplus equal to 0.3% of GDP.

Headline inflation increased to an average of 8.6% in FY2014 from 7.4% in the previous year, lower
than the ADO 2014 forecast. Consumer price inflation was volatile through the year because of food
price spikes in the first half of 2014. In response, the central bank kept monetary policy tight in
FY2014, increasing the policy rate by a cumulative 100 basis points to 10%. Inflationary expectations
have nevertheless stabilized according to a May 2014 joint survey of business and consumer sentiment,
with respondents apparently reacting to exchange rate stability stemming from improved financial
inflows in the second half of FY2014 and reduced government borrowing from the domestic banking
sector to support the budget. Inflation is now expected to average 8.2% in FY2015, slightly lower than
FY2014. Security challenges, floods in September 2014 in parts of the country, and political
demonstrations pose downside risks to the FY2015 forecast.
The current account deficit in FY2014 was essentially unchanged from the previous year’s 1.1% of
GDP and slightly below the ADO 2014 forecast. The trade deficit widened moderately, but this was
largely offset by continued strong growth in remittances from overseas workers.

Exports of Pakistan
Exports in Pakistan decreased to 207806 PKR Million in January of 2015 from 217338 PKR Million in
December of 2014. Exports in Pakistan averaged 33895.02 PKR Million from 1957 until 2015,
reaching an all-time high of 275483 PKR Million in September of 2013

Imports of Pakistan
Imports in Pakistan decreased to 308415 PKR Million in January of 2015 from 389105 PKR Million in
December of 2014. Imports in Pakistan averaged 56906.75 PKR Million from 1957 until 2015,
reaching an all-time high of 472228 PKR Million in August of 2014.

Pakistan’s Terms of Trade
Terms of Trade in Pakistan decreased to 52.24 Index Points in the third quarter of 2014 from 53.17
Index Points in the second quarter of 2014. Terms of Trade in Pakistan averaged 65.33 Index Points
from 2000 until 2014, reaching an all-time high of 94.83 Index Points in the first quarter of 2002 and a
record low of 49.17 Index Points in the third quarter of 2008.

Trade Balance
Pakistan recorded a trade deficit of 100609 PKR Million by December 2014. Balance of Trade in
Pakistan averaged -23011.73 PKR Million from 1957 until 2015, reaching an all-time high of 6457
PKR Million in June of 2003 and a record low of -280964 PKR Million in August of 2014.

REVIEW OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS
ADVOCACY & ADVISORY COMMITTEE

A) TERMS OF REFERENCE (TOR) FOR THE ADVOCACY & ADVISORY COMMITTEE
The Advocacy and Advisory committee is to take a leading role during the development of PAJCCI and move to
an advisory role once the chamber is established. The Advocacy and Advisory committee shall be empowered
by the board to develop and recommend:


Advising on laws/policies/regulation for improvement by respective government with particular focus
on Afghan Transit Trade.



Developing contacts with key stakeholders and communicating with them as and when required.



Developing joint positions on issues faced by businesses in both the countries.

B) APTTA Stakeholders’ Review 2013
As per legacy, PAJCCI every year acquires feedback from diverse stakeholders for improvement in Afghanistan
Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement 2010 and on the basis of input advocates with government on behalf of
stakeholders.
The first comprehensive Stakeholders’ Review on APTTA was conducted by PAJCCI in 2012. The same exercise
was conducted in 2014 whereby PAJCCI revisited the issues and acquired stakeholders’ revised feedback on the
mutual concerns. The inputs were then transformed into reservation summary to be submitted to relevant
ministries for assistance in development of related policy framework.

This summary also became the basis of discussion during inter-ministerial meeting on APTTA and Bi-lateral
trade held in Islamabad later in the year. The context of meeting was to re-evaluate work done in context of
last APTTCA meeting and preparing a summary for Ministry of Commerce.
This document raised major discussion points that needed immediate resolution in February 2014 during Joint
Economic Commission Meeting held at Kabul and later in September 2014 during an inter-ministerial meeting
for APTTCA in Islamabad.
This revised version was also provided to Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairs Division for assessment and
framework development for upcoming bi-lateral and tri-lateral meetings.

C) PAJCCI’S REPRESENTATION AT INTERMINISTRIAL MEETING FOR APTTCA 2014
The inter-ministerial meeting of Ministry of Commerce Pakistan was held on 22nd September, 2014 in
Islamabad to discuss the agenda items for upcoming 5th APTCCA meeting in Pakistan. PAJCCI as part of its
continual exercise collects stakeholders’ feedback pertaining to pending issues and related resolutions. The
stakeholder review was also last conducted in first quarter 2014 and a draft was compiled on the progress
keeping in view action points derived after 4th APTTCA meeting in October 2013.
PAJCCI established that main constraint that is causing significant tilt in transit trade from Pakistan to
Afghanistan is ineffective execution of the agreed items by the official. This is confirmed from the status of
action points of the last APTTCA meeting that showed almost no movement despite regular follow-up. Ministry
of Commerce took keen note of suggestions made and problems pinpointed by PAJCCI and decided to do
internal meetings with FBR, Customs and related ministries before upcoming APTTCA meeting that is expected
in last quarter of 2014. The meeting was attended by Engr. Daroo Khan Achakzai, Vice President and Ms. Faiza,
Secretary General.

D) Focus Group on Trade Related issues in Pak-Afghan Bilateral trade with Institute of Business
Administration (IBA)
Institute of Business Administration (IBA) is conducting a study on trade related issues in Pakistan-Afghanistan
bilateral trade in sponsorship with United States Institute of Peace (USIP) and for that reason collaborated with
PAJCCI for organizing focus group session at Karachi. They also conducted the same session with PAJCCI –
Afghan Chapter in October 2014.

Finance & Audit Committee

A) TERMS OF REFERENCE (TOR) FOR THE FINANCE & AUDIT COMMITTEE
The Finance / Audit committee shall be empowered by the board to develop and recommend:


Procedures of Fund Raising



Allocation of Budgets



Carry out required Audit functionalities



Review and Report Financial Reporting to donors in accordance with the grant agreements and proper
compliance.



Review and Approve Financial Management system



Any other task to be given by the board.

B) FUNDING SOURCE
PAKISTAN CHAPTER
During 2014, PAJCCI received funds from British High Commission as part of the Project Grant as the main
source of finances i.e. 88% in totality. The Membership of the Chamber constituted 10% of the total
whereas rest 2% was attained through offering services to members including Trade Delegation,
Advertisement and Visa Facilitation.
FUNDING SOURCES
Project Grant - BHC
Membership
Other Services
Total Funding

%
88%
10%
2%
100%

Fund Comparison ( Year Wise)
2013
87%
10%
3%
100%

Project Grant - BHC
Membership
Other Services

2014
88%
10%
2%
100%

C) STATISTICAL REVIEW OF USAGE OF FUNDS
PAKISTAN CHAPTER
Out of the total fund inflow during the year, 83% of the finances were expended whereas remaining 17%
resided as surplus for the year.
USAGE OF FUND

%

Annual Fund
Annual Expenditure
Surplus

100%
83%
17%

D) CATEGORICAL PROGRAM EXPENDITURES
The expenditure ratio per program or activity theme illustrates that apart from operational expenses the
most important element has been meetings and promotional or networking avenues. PAJCCI since
inception has been critically focussing on holding conferences and conducting cross-border research
therefore remaining portion was expended on those activities.
CATEGORICAL PROGRAM EXPENDITURE

%

Operational Expenditures

60%

Meetings and Promotional / Networking Avenues

29%

Annual Conference

9%

Publications

2%

Audit Fee and Certificates

1%

Total Expenditure

100%

Membership & Service Committee
A) TERMS OF REFERENCE (TOR) FOR THE MEMBERSHIP & SERVICES COMMITTEE
The Membership & Services committee shall be empowered by the board to develop and recommend:


Categories and level of Membership dues including renewal.



Strategy for Promotion of membership.



Steps for retention of membership.



Procedure for invoking the membership.



Potential services and service structures including fees.



Any other task to be given by the board.

B) THE BENEFITS OF PAJCCI’S MEMBERSHIP
PAJCCI opened its membership to the business and trading community across the border in the month of June
2012. In the year 2013 the horizon of PAJCCI’s membership was extended and following services were launched
for the members:
1. Matchmaking/Networking
 Exclusive Trade-Lead Services
 Business Advisory Services
 Business Networking Services
 Bi-Lateral Business Facilitation Services
 Participation in Trade Exhibitions & Fairs
 Accessibility to Trade & Investment Information
2. Advisory Services
 General Advisory
 Case-to-Case Advisory/Arbitration
 Voice Raising on behalf of Stakeholders
3. Visa Facilitation
4. Marketing Avenues for members via PAJCCI’s Publications, Website and Events

C) MEMBERSHIP CONSTITUTION
PAKISTAN CHAPTER
Total membership received in the year 2014 was 250; out of which 206 were renewals and remaining 44 were
fresh members. 55% of the membership was confirmed during the month of March - April due to the renewal
process.

A) MEMBERSHIP - Month Wise

B) MEMBERSHIP - Location Wise

Karachi shared 57% of the total membership generated in the Year 2014-2015, followed by Peshawar that is
24% and Chaman 14% as they shared border with Afghanistan. The other locations (including Islamabad,
Lahore, Multan, Okara & Quetta) shared 4% of the total membership.

PAJCCI raised concerns of business fraternity across the border at the 9th Joint
Economic Commission (JEC) forum in Kabul
The 9th session of Pakistan Afghanistan Joint Economic Commission (JEC) was hosted by the Afghan
Ministry of Finance in Kabul from February 22-24, 2014. The inaugural session was co-chaired by
H.E. Dr. Omar Zakhilwal, Minister for Finance, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and H.E. Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar, Minister for Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs, Statistics and Privatization,
Islamic Republic of Pakistan.
During the two-day JEC session, detailed meetings were held between the experts of the two sides on a
number of issues, especially focusing on Trade, Commerce & Industry, cooperation in Communication
& Connectivity, Energy, Agriculture & Livestock and Education.
In the sub-committee meeting of Trade & Commerce, PAJCCI’s Co-President Muhammad Zubair
Motiwala emphasized greatly on the dire need of tariff rationalization and fiscal reforms to counter
parallel trade between the two countries. He emphasized on the importance of establishing Export
Houses across the border to facilitate bilateral trade and reiterated the requirement of providing oneyear multiple visa to Pakistani traders and businessmen on reciprocal basis.
Mr. Khan Jan Alkozai, President PAJCCI welcomed extension of APTTA to Tajikistan but reinforced
that current implementation issues pertaining to APTTA must be rectified before the said augmentation.
He further highlighted that such initiative of revisiting APTTA is encouraging but PAJCCI may be
taken into confidence mainly with respect to the irritant articles before the inclusion of the new partner.
Mr. Alkozai and Mr. Motiwala also provided stakeholders’ feedback with reference to several
implementation issues under APTTA which is hampering not only the transit trade but also effecting
the bilateral relations. It was agreed in the sub-committee meeting that all the issues highlighted by
Afghan side on implementation of APTTA, bilateral trade facilitation and otherwise would be
considered in relevant experts meeting to be scheduled over the next two months to address Afghan
concerns.
It was also stressed by PAJCCI that in future meetings, both chapters of PAJCCI should be treated as
part of one entity rather than as counterparts and must be representing their concerns from the same
forum mutually. PAJCCI was represented by President Khan Jan Alkozai, Co-President M. Zubair
Motiwala, Vice Presidents M. Yonass Mohmand and Engr. Daroo Khan, Secretary General Faiza Nasir
and Ahmadullah Afghan.
The sub-committee meeting was co-chaired by Mr. Mozammil Shinwari, Deputy Minister Commerce
& Industries Afghanistan and Mrs. Anjum Assad Amin, Joint Secretary Ministry of Commerce
Pakistan. Both sides of Committee meeting acknowledged the good role played by the Pakistan
Afghanistan Joint Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PAJCCI) in enhancement of bilateral and
transit trade.

Fiscal Reforms and Tariff Rationalization is vitally important to level Pakistan
Afghanistan Trade: Zubair Motiwala, Co-President PAJCCI
Mr. Motiwala during meeting with representatives from US Consulate, Richard Bakewell, Senior
Economic Officer and Peter Fricke - Economic Officer at the Office of the Special Representative for
Afghanistan and Pakistan deliberated on the concerns raised by PAJCCI at the 9th JEC meeting held in
Kabul last week under leadership of honorable Finance Ministers of both the countries.
This meeting was held in February 2014 and attended by President KCCI - Abdullah Zaki, Directors
PAJCCI Junaid Makda & A.Q. Khalil and Secretary General Faiza Nasir.
PAJCCI’s Co-President elaborated on the dire need of tariff rationalization and fiscal reforms to
counter parallel trade between the two countries. He reinforced the importance of establishing Export
Houses across the border to facilitate bilateral trade and reiterated the requirement of providing oneyear multiple visa to Pakistani traders and businessmen on reciprocal basis.
He briefed them about the discussions pertaining to extension of APTTA to Tajikistan, withdrawal of
double taxation agreement, reservation of afghan stakeholders’ on several implementation issues under
APTTA which are hampering both transit and bilateral trade, dollarization of Pak-Afghan trade in

upcoming quarter, apprehensions and uncertainty associated with the exit of American troops from
Afghanistan. He also highlighted concerns of Afghan counterparts on extension of APTTA to
Tajikistan, whereby they reinforced that current implementation issues pertaining to APTTA on
bilateral level must be rectified and APTTA must be revisited before any such trilateral engagements
are proceeded with.
Mr. Motiwala informed that PAJCCI has been contacted by several chambers for collaboration and
other international embassies to have tri-partite arrangements keeping in view its progress in two years
of its inception in nourishing the regional trade connectivity.
Mr. Abdullah Zaki, also provided insight related to suffering of Pakistani businesses due to parallel
trade regime generated due to Afghan transit trade. He reinforced that tariff rationalization and
appropriate check and balances at the border and port are critically important.
Mr. Junaid Makda delved on his discussions with USAID representative in an investment conference
held in Dubai regarding improvement in both transit and bilateral trade between the two countries. Mr.
Makda also reiterated on the importance of support from USAID towards PAJCCI’s initiatives in order
to strengthen documented economy and to remove trade hurdles. Secretary General Faiza Nasir
informed about initiatives taken by PAJCCI in past and upcoming collaboration with USAID for
CABOC conference to be held in April 2014 in Islamabad.
Co-President Mr. Motiwala highlighted increasing role of PAJCCI in successful arbitration and
advocacy across the border and incorporated the vision of PAJCCI’s leadership to ensure long-run
sustainability of its initiatives.

PAJCCI organized WeBOC training regarding Afghan Transit Trade at Chaman
“The role of PAJCCI in raising concerns of stakeholders is significant and in this context to orient
stakeholders of transit trade in WeBOC (Web Based One Customs) system, two day training session is
conducted in coordination with Directorate General of Afghan Transit, Customs”, stated by Engr.

Daroo Khan Achakzai, Vice President - PAJCCI at an inaugural session of WeBOC training session in
March 2014.
WeBOC is developed to provide one window operation for all customs needs and promote paperless
system. It is an online clearance system which is operational for both commercial and non-commercial
cargo of transit trade. The session was conducted by Mr. Arshad Hussain, Senior Manager WeBOC on
28th February & 1st March 2014. The session was targeted at traders, clearing agents, shipping agents,
customs officers and terminal operators at Chaman. PAJCCI also invited delegation of traders and
related stakeholders from Afghanistan to attend the session for their understanding.
The stakeholders highly appreciated the initiative of PAJCCI and session received overwhelming
presence. Engr. Daroo Khan in his conclusive remarks assured that PAJCCI would ensure such sessions
in Peshawar and later in Afghanistan as well. He further reinforced that under inspirational leadership
of Khan Jan Alkozai and Zubair Motiwala, this chamber has taken several positive initiatives in short
span of time and will continue to do so in the same spirit to enhance bilateral relations between two
countries.

PAJCCI is playing pivotal role in enhancing positive bilateral ties:
H.E. Shah Ahmed Saeed, Consul General Afghanistan
In such short span of time, PAJCCI has not only established its roots as a unique entity but also
delivered at the optimal level and enhanced confidence across the board. Keeping in view its vision,
inspirational leadership, team work and commitment to strengthen bilateral ties, both Embassy and
Consulates of Afghanistan in Pakistan intends to support all its initiatives and endeavours wholeheartedly. This was stated by Consul General - Afghanistan in Karachi, H.E. Shah Ahmad Saeed during
a call-on meeting with Mr. Zubair Motiwala, Co-President PAJCCI in March 2014 at PAJCCI
Secretariat. The meeting was also attended by Directors PAJCCI Junaid Makda, A.Q. Khalil & Talat
Mahmood, Secretary General Faiza Nasir and Commercial Attache Mr. Zeeshan Ibrahimi.
Mr. Motiwala deliberated upon the dire need to constitute committee as discussed in APTTCA meeting
including PAJCCI director from each side, custom officials, commercial counselors which would be
critical to help resolve day-to-day operational issues on prompt basis. The committee would also
conduct working on tariff rationalization across the border to facilitate adoption of fiscal reforms for
countering parallel trade between the two countries.
He emphasized greatly on the significance of establishing Export House or Trading Warehouse for the
business and trading community across the border under PAJCCI’s umbrella with due support from
Governments on both the sides. This concept would eliminate issues related to quality specifications,
trust deficit, insurance and payment matters and will build the confidence amongst each other.

He further reiterated the requirement of providing one-year multiple visa to Pakistani traders and
businessmen on reciprocal basis. In case of business visas, it was suggested that they must have
PAJCCI certificates whereby Mr. Junaid Makda suggested that this should be made part of the visa
form for easing the administration process related to visas.
Consul General agreed with the above suggestions and stated that these measures are significantly
important for strengthening the business links amongst each other. He also informed that Ministry in
Afghanistan and Ambassador to Pakistan is also keenly following-up the issuance of one-year multiple
visas and shortly it will be implemented. For the time being, they are extending 6 months’ multiple
visa. He also agreed with the suggestion to make PAJCCI’s certificate compulsory in case of issuance
of business visa.
Mr. Motiwala further briefed him about the discussions pertaining to extension of APTTA to Tajikistan
and intent of Tajikistan Ambassador to have trilateral arrangement with PAJCCI. H.E. Shah Ahmed
Saeed greatly welcomed this opportunity and considered it as a need of time.
Mr. A.Q. Khalil highlighted that waiver may be provided in context of requirement of Police reporting
at airport that hampers businessmen. Consul General explained that as it is a reciprocal stance but this
may be highlighted at his end and the same may be done by PAJCCI at the front of Pakistan side. He
also established that a recent meeting of Ambassador is planned with H.E. Sartaj Aziz and these matters
will be brought into discussion for prompt resolution.
In context of upcoming interactive session to be organized by Directorate of Training and Research
(Customs) on April 9, 2014 both sides discussed issues related to stakeholders that must be brought into
focus at the forum for mutual benefit.
Mr. Zeeshan Ibrahimi suggested that PAJCCI should support the allocation of two off-dock terminals
for Afghan transit goods one each at Karachi and Port Qasim, which would help resolve major issues,
associated with Afghan transit trade and will help enhance trade volumes. Mr. Motiwala sought a
concept note on this suggestion before the meeting so that necessary actions may be identified in this
context.
It was also discussed that a Joint Exhibition department may be established between PAJCCI and
commercial consulates to ensure presence of business community from across the border in these
events in order to bring them closer further.
Mr. Motiwala informed them about co-hosting the CABOC (Central Asian Business Opportunity
Conference) with USAID on April 14-16 and also about upcoming exhibitions in Pakistan where
Afghan traders can get the necessary visibility and PAJCCI can facilitate them accordingly in this
context.

PAJCCI in collaboration with DGTR (Customs) will hold interactive sessions for
businesses of Pakistan - Afghanistan: Zubair Motiwala
The business communities across the border are very keen to strengthen bilateral business ties;
therefore it is imperative to nourish the opportunities for mutual benefits. This was stated by Mr. Zubair
Motiwala, Co-President PAJCCI at an “Interactive session between Pakistan Customs in collaboration
with PAJCCI and Afghan Consulate in Karachi” organized by Directorate General of Training and
Research (Customs) in April 2014.
Mr. Motiwala appreciated initiative of DGTR for holding such forum whereby presence of
representatives from Afghan consulate, Ministry of Commerce, relevant custom officials and
stakeholders was ensured to deliberate upon resolution of those hindrances that hampers both transit
and bilateral trade amongst Pakistan and Afghanistan.
While speaking on the forum, Mr. Motiwala elaborated upon the initiatives of PAJCCI in a span of two
years for enhancement of stakeholders’ confidence across the border.
Mr. Motiwala deliberated upon the dire need to constitute committee as discussed in APTTCA meeting
including PAJCCI director from each side, custom officials, commercial counselors which would be
critical to help resolve day-to-day operational issues on prompt basis. He reiterated that tariff
rationalization across the border is the only solution for countering parallel trade between the two
countries and the work in this context should be initiated promptly.
He emphasized greatly on the significance of establishing Export House or Trading Warehouse for the
business and trading community across the border under PAJCCI’s umbrella with due support from
Governments on both the sides. This concept would eliminate issues related to quality specifications,
trust deficit, insurance and payment matters and will build the confidence amongst each other.
He also raised issues pertinent to execution of APTTA 2010 in its true essence and supported that
Afghan trucks may be allowed to reach Wagah border, physical examination and partial shipments

should be dealt as agreed, waiver of detention and demurrage charges may be ensured in case there are
operational delays caused due to ineffective scanners, lack of labor etc. He further established that
banking channels must be improvised to support the trade and improvement in infrastructure and
secured transportation mode must be done to reap the actual benefits of trade not only with Afghanistan
but also with CAREC region.
He requested Commercial attaché, Afghanistan to facilitate the requirement of providing one-year
multiple visa to Pakistani traders and businessmen on reciprocal basis. Additionally he sought waiver
of charges, imposed on Pakistani businesses doing transit trade with CIS countries, on reciprocal basis.
Mr. Motiwala also raised issues faced by the clearing agents in context of NATO / ISAF scandal
whereby he established that PAJCCI believe in proper inquiry and investigation but the timelines
should be revisited and the process should be expedited. Number of agents belongs to Chaman and
Peshawar and need to visit Karachi very frequently for court hearings that causes both time and
monetary losses.
Mr. Motiwala reiterated that efforts of DGTR in bringing stakeholders together at one platform is very
forthcoming and PAJCCI would join hands with DGTR in all of its future endeavors focused on
facilitating bilateral ties between Pakistan and Afghanistan.

PAJCCI co-hosted Central Asian Business Opportunities Conference (CABOC) in Islamabad
The three day international conference was organized by USAID and Ministry of Commerce Pakistan
in collaboration with PAJCCI and RCCI in Islamabad in April 2014. The Central Asian Business
Opportunities Conference (CABOC) explored economic and strategic potential from expanding

intraregional trade through this 7-country region of Afghanistan, Pakistan and the Central Asian
Republics of Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan.
Pakistan, having served as a transit hub with potential to provide the Central Asia and Afghanistan a
gateway to the Arabian Sea and beyond, has been negligible with its exports and imports for the Central
Asian Republics (CARs) in recent years with each accounting for less than 1% of Pakistan’s total
imports and exports.
With a business-to-government approach, tailored plenary session allowed participants to identify and
discuss business opportunities between countries. The focus of the conference was on agriculture
products, textiles, leather, pharmaceuticals and construction. The private sector also announced plans
for increased intra-regional participation in trade fairs.
At the concluding session of the ‘Central Asian Business Opportunities Conference’, strong handshakes
were exchanged between more than 250 private and public participants from Pakistan, Afghanistan and
the Central Asian Republics of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan that
came together to seek new business opportunities and pursue greater regional coordination of trade and
investment.
Zubair Motiwala represented PAJCCI at this forum and acknowledged the achievements of the
conference by saying, “Making regional trade successful is in the interest of both Pakistan and
Afghanistan. Opening doors to trade in the region will benefit traders in all the central Asian countries,
resulting
in
economic
growth
in
the
whole
region.”
The three-day international conference ended with the signing of 16 memorandum of understandings
(MoUs) among Pakistan, Afghanistan and Central Asian States on exploring and utilising the vast
potential of investment and trade in the respective regions. Three main MoUs were also signed by
PAJCCI with multi entities in CIS to enhance collaboration. They are available online on
http://pajcci.com/MOU.aspx.

PAJCCI organized Seminar on ‘TradeMark Registration Challenges and IP Issues
in Afghanistan’
(KARACHI) “It is vital to register Trade brand or Trade Mark before engaging into business
activities”. This was stated by Mr. Ali Kabir Shah while speaking at a seminar organized by PAJCCI in
collaboration with Ali & Associates in April 2014. He added that trade balance between Pakistan and
Afghanistan is immense and in this context it is highly important that companies should focus on Trade
Mark registration on prompt basis else their identities may be misused or registered by other parties on
first mover advantage.
Ali further elaborated that this law has been into implementation since 2008 only therefore still
Afghanistan does not have solidified forum to eradicate fake registrations. At this instance, Mr.
Zeeshan Ibrahimi, Commercial Attache – Afghan Consulate in Karachi specified that official trade
figures between the two countries is $ 2.5 billion but actual trade goes beyond $ 5 billion therefore it’s
imperative that such issues may be dealt with proactively so that trade between the two is not harmed.
He stated that Afghan government and relevant ministries are working zealously to curb this menace
and developing proper policies to stop arrival of fake products.
Mr. Karimullah Adani, Partner, Ali & Associates requested Commercial Attache to facilitate them in
accessing trade journals depicting registered Trade Marks in Afghanistan. As in most of the countries
this information is available online but in Afghanistan it is released in form of trade journal which is
only in Dari language making it difficult and time-consuming to decipher the information. In case any
registration is to be challenged on behalf of the client, lawyers and consultants face immense
difficulties as the time to challenge is only one month that is spent in accessing the trade journal first

then translation is proceeded with which reduces the available time at hand. In other countries, though,
time available to challenge is 2 months plus 2 months, depending on the scenario.
Ms. Faiza, Secretary General PAJCCI concluded the session by elaborating on cases faced by PAJCCI
members in Afghanistan and related arbitrations conducted by PAJCCI in this context. PAJCCI intends
to continue with such sessions in future in Peshawar, Lahore and Quetta.

PAJCCI’s effort in confidence building between Pakistan and Afghanistan is
instrumental: H.E. Janan Mosazai, Ambassador Afghanistan to Pakistan

PAJCCI’s third Annual Conference on “Way-Forward - Afghanistan in Transition: Looking Beyond
2014” commenced on April 30, 2014 at Islamabad. PAJCCI has always engaged both officials and
business community across the border at the same platform to deliberate and discuss way forward.
Keeping the latest developments in terms of new governmental set-up in Pakistan, elections in
Afghanistan, withdrawal of US troops, PAJCCI has organized the forum to delve into significance of
such challenges and upcoming strategies to help stabilize the economic and peace developments
throughout the region via Pakistan and Afghanistan corridors.
Khan Jan Alkozai, President PAJCCI elaborated on the pretext of Afghanistan in Post 2014 scenario
and highlighted that Afghanistan is not the same as it was thirty years ago. It is now an increasingly
urban, substantially more connected, academically sound nation in contrast to previous years. The
challenges exist but Afghanistan would not disengage and leave connectivity with international
community.

Zubair Motiwala, Co-President PAJCCI stated that Pakistan’s role in Afghanistan’s development and
stability is multidimensional. Pakistan has made tangible commitments to the Afghanistan’s future and
intends to continue the same in Post 2014 scenario. He established that not only transit but bilateral
trade must be strengthened significantly to cement the relationships between the two countries. He also
appreciated the peaceful and constructive election process in Afghanistan and confirmed that this
illustrates commitment of Afghanistan towards a prosperous and self-sustainable future.
The session was transformed into Panel deliberations between , H.E. Abbas Khan Afridi, Federal
Minister for Textile industry - Pakistan, H.E. Janan Mosazai, Ambassador Afghanistan to Pakistan,
H.E. Wafiullah Iftekhar, President, Afghanistan Investment Support Agency, Ms. Anjum Assad Amin,
Joint Secretary – Ministry of Commerce Pakistan, Mr. Khawar Fareed Maneka, Director General
Transit Trade, Mr. Khurshid Marwat, Commercial Attache, Pakistan Embassy in Kabul, Mr. Fahim
Rahimi, In-charge Pakistan Desk, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Afghanistan, Dr. Naeem Khan, Director
Transit Trade – Peshawar.

H.E. Ambassador Afghanistan appreciated role of PAJCCI and extended that embassy and consulates
of Afghanistan and Pakistan is currently issuing 6 months multiple visa to Pakistani business
community especially on recommendation of PAJCCI.

H.E. Wafiullah Iftekhar deliberated that as per MoU between AISA and PAJCCI, the business license
in Afghanistan would be facilitated upon recommendation letter of PAJCCI.

H.E. Abbas Khan Afridi, Federal Minister for textile industry established that this is an important
forum but strategizing is more important and due execution is critical. This forum should resolve issues
one by one and facilitate trade and transit across the border. He further highlighted that immediate
reforms may be devised and implemented to establish confidence amongst each other.
During the interactive session, on the spot decisions were taken and answered accordingly. Ambassador
Afghanistan committed to extend 12 months duration visas to PAJCCI members. In response to a
project proposal of setting up factory in Kabul by PAJCCI member, Wafiullah Iftekhar committed to
allocate plot to investors on the basis of relevant project proposals. It was proposed to Ministry of
Commerce and DG Transit Trade by Zubair Motiwala that in order to resolve transit issues
immediately, a committee may be formulated on urgent basis to deal with tactical and operational
issues. The recommendation was well accepted and proposal is sought from PAJCCI that a proposal in
this context may be submitted to Ministry of Commerce and FBR. It was also highlighted that Ghulam
Khan check post needs to be activated but DG transit trade elaborated due to law and order situation
and he would further see to this matter.

The conference participants included Executive Committee of PAJCCI, Ambassadors and Commercial
Attaches’, Chambers of Commerce, Custom and Governmental officials and most importantly business
and trading community across the border.

PAJCCI participated in 11th My Karachi-Oasis of Harmony Exhibition held from
June 20-22, 2014 at Karachi Expo Center
PAJCCI intends to avail every opportunity of enhancing bilateral trade by providing exposure to its
members, both local and Afghan counterparts, at all related business platforms. In order to attain this
objective, PAJCCI’s Pavilion was setup at "My Karachi – Oasis of Harmony” exhibition from June 20 22, 2014 at Karachi Expo Center.
The event was inaugurated by H.E. Syed Qaim Ali Shah, Chief Minister, Sindh. Event preview was
given by Mr. Siraj Kassam Teli, Chairman, Businessmen Group, Mr. Muhammad Zubair Motiwala,
Vice Chairman BMG and Co-President, PAJCCI & Mr. Abdullah Zaki, President, KCCI.
Various political dignitaries like Mr. Raza Haroon, Dr. Farooq Sattar, Ms. Shehla Raza and others
including representatives from Indonesian Consulate, Management Committee of KCCI, Mr. Zeeshan
Ibrahimi, Commercial Attaché, Consulate of Afghanistan in Karachi, Mr. Junaid Makda, Director,
PAJCCI and general public both local and international from various aspects of life visited PAJCCI’s
Pavilion and appreciated the endeavour to promote the relation between Pakistan & Afghanistan in
such challenging time. Members who placed stalls in PAJCCI Pavilion included Jafri Enterprises,
dealer in Leather items, and Agha Safety Glass that deals in Bullet Proof & Sound Proof glass.
PAJCCI in future also aims to take such initiatives under the visionary leadership of Mr. Muhammad
Zubair Motiwala to enhance and smoothen bi-lateral relationship with Afghanistan along with
nourishing ties with Central Asia.

Regional Integration for businesses in South Asia with Central Asia is a dire need
for stability and growth of economy across the region: Muhammad Zubair
Motiwala
It is vital that each country maintains its sanctity and operates under its defined boundary nonetheless
like EU, it is high time that countries in South Asia and Central Asia should coordinate effectively to
support the economic horizons across the region. This was enforced by PAJCCI’s Co-President and
Delegation Leader to Tajikistan, Mr. Muhammad Zubair Motiwala while addressing the session at
Multilateral Business to Business Forum between Afghanistan, Krygyztan, Pakistan and Tajikistan held
in Dushanbe during 23-25 June 2014.
PAJCCI in its endeavors to unveil untapped opportunities across the region is actively pursuing its
objective to enhance business linkages with CIS countries and strengthening ties with Afghanistan. In
order to pursue its objectives to facilitate regional integration and rejuvenate links with CIS countries,
PAJCCI took this initiative to visit Dushanbe, Tajikistan to attend Business to Business meetings
conducted by USAID/Afghanistan Trade Revenue Project (ATAR) in June 2014.
The forum was inaugurated with a comprehensive preview by Ms. Kayumova Gulru, Deputy Minister
of Economic Development and Trade of Tajikistan. She deliberated upon trading, business and
investment opportunities in Tajikistan and also on Tajikistan’s significant placement as a first link in
CIS region. Ms. Suzan Elliott, US Ambassador in Tajikistan greatly appreciated this effort to bring
together business representatives from the four countries at one platform to help capitalize the mutually
beneficial opportunities cumulatively. She further added that US Embassy and USAID are eagerly
following the mission to develop strong ties between Central and South Asia through direct private
sector engagement. Mr. Mubin Rustamov, Program Coordinator UNDP also shed light on their
contributions to facilitate business ties across the region and showed great intentions to facilitate the
same from this platform in future as well. Mr. Motiwala, Co-President PAJCCI also highlighted

significant opportunities in Pakistan and discussed the possibilities for mutually beneficial ventures. He
also highlighted success of forums like Pakistan Afghanistan Joint Chamber of Commerce and Industry
and enforced that regional forum like such may be developed to nourish each other’s strengths and
weaknesses.
The session also had presentations from Ms. Asananali Karamaliev – Deputy Chairman of Tajikistan
Chamber, Mr. Hassib Rahimi, Executive Director Kabul Chamber and Ms. Rima Apasova, Deputy
Chairman Krygyztan Chamber. The session was very well-attended by participants from Tajikistan and
delegation from Afghanistan, Pakistan and Krygyztan. The session was followed by discussions on
trade, transit and travel issues and advocacy parameters were identified accordingly.
Each delegate was provided an opportunity to introduce his organization and desired field of interests,
following which face to face negotiations amongst mutually interested parties was initiated. The
business community was also given sectoral tours of Textile, Construction, Confectionary and Food
processing units. Individual visits as per delegates’ requirements were also planned.
On the last day, chamber to chamber meetings in order to finalize advocacy plan and development of
joint forum to facilitate businesses in respective countries was also conducted, moderated by USAID /
ATAR representatives.
PAJCCI delegation also met Mr. Moinuddin Khan, General Manager National Bank of Pakistan who
deliberated upon banking practices, opportunities and challenges in Tajikistan. He also highlighted
contributions of NBP to facilitate Pakistani businesses in Central Asia. Mr. Motiwala also met
Ambassador of Pakistan – Mr. Amjad Sial along with General Manager NBP and Secretary General,
Faiza Nasir. The discussions included initiation for important business collaborations, need to revisit
APTTA to include Tajikistan and openings for travel connections and visa facilitations across the
region to strengthen economic ties.
PAJCCI through this platform will significantly aid in enhancing bilateral trade with Tajikistan and also
would register impact throughout Central Asia.

PAJCCI in Collaboration with Ali & Associates organized workshop on
'Intellectual Property, Brand Protection, Company Formation and US
Legal System'

PAJCCI as a part of its series for holding informative sessions, organized half day workshop on
Intellectual Property, Brand Protection, Company Formation and US Legal System in collaboration
with Ali & Associates on August 12, 2014. To acquire global perspective on the said topic, Mr.
Harold L. Novick, who is a senior partner at Novick, Kim & Lee PLLC, was specially invited from
USA. Other speakers included Mr. Karimullah Adeni, Partner, Ali & Associates and Mr. Khalid
Hidayat Khan - Director General, Trade and Development Authority of Pakistan (TDAP) and
former Registrar Trademarks, IPO Pakistan.

Mr. Karimullah Adeni, Partner, Ali & Associates after giving insight over IPR stature and challenges
in Pakistan and Asian context said that in recent years Trademark and IP issues are taken very
seriously and improvement is observed in this sector in Pakistan. He also established that wellknown do not only engage themselves in getting their brands legally registered in Pakistan but a
lot of them have properly registered their marks in countries of exports to tap the due benefits
and escape the challenges in case their marks remain unregistered. Nonetheless the legal system
regarding IP & Trademark in Pakistan will still take some time to fully settle as organizations are
in process of understanding its importance. Mr. Adeni emphasized that even though a lot of
brands have registered their marks internationally but due to lack of marketing and
communication from their end, consumers and other stakeholders are unaware of it. He also
placed few examples of strong Pakistani brands facing immense difficulties in international market
due to lack of awareness of their marks, this has though enhanced value of IPR and protection
mechanisms across the corporate landscape of pakistan.

Ms. Faiza, Secretary General - PAJCCI deliberated upon several challenges faced by Pakistani
businesses in Afghanistan in context of IPR and Trademark registration. She also established that
"First to register gives significant advantage to companies over those who are First to invent".
Additionally, companies before entering the new territorial zones must protect their identity in
that country by registering in order to avoid competitive takeover of their identities.

Mr. Khalid Hidayat Khan - Director General, Trade and Development Authority of Pakistan (TDAP)
and former Registrar Trademarks, IPO Pakistan delved upon the importance of TradeMark and IP
registration that safeguards the brand identity and consequently enhances its visibility both locally
and globally. He reiterated that challenges are variable in different territories and under his tenure
as a Registrar; he had focussed greatly on awareness of the issues attached with the lack of
registration especially before moving into a different zone.

Mr. Novick elaborated that in recent years, it is understood that Patents is a great security against
undue competition and timely, high-quality patents greatly promote investment in innovation and
foster economic growth. The competitive drive of a dynamic marketplace raises the introduction
of new and improved products and processes, whose identities if are not protected can

demoralize the sentiments of inventors. In contrast, delays, uncertainty, and poor patent quality
can create barriers to innovation. He emphasized that careful calibration and balancing of patent
policy and competition policy can best promote incentives to innovate and secure the high end
businesses. He shared global examples of powerful brands that at first also faced immense
challenges in US - a developed market. He also contrasted between the terminologies, context
and procedure pertinent to IPR, trademark and brand protection across Pakistan and US.

PAJCCI participated in EU and UNDP workshop on "Afghanistan-Central Asia Trade &
Migration" in Dushanbe, Tajikistan

Mr. Zubair Motiwala, Co-President & Ms. Faiza, Secretary General, PAJCCI on special invitation of European UnionBorder Management Northern Afghanistan (EU-BOMNAF), participated in a Workshop on Afghanistan-Central Asia
Trade & Migration in Dushanbe, Tajikistan in last week of September 2014. The main topics which came under
discussion were Border Manager & Refugee Protection, the custom rules & regulations and the regional economic
importance and connectivity of Central Asian countries with Afghanistan & Pakistan. Post-election and Post 2014
scenario in Afghanistan also came under discussion. The participants, speakers & stake holders were from various
important sectors including law enforcement, customs, government officials, embassies & consulates, belonging to
Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Pakistan, Russian Federation and other related international community.

Mr. Motiwala spoke during the workshop on " Regional Trading Block: Pakistan - Afghanistan - CARs" and emphasized
upon the importance of Regional Integration, strategic position of Pakistan & usage of CAREC Corridor for greater
sustainability of the region whereby Afghanistan is the "hub" to link. He also emphasized upon significance of forming
export houses, border liaison committees, visa facilitation and TIR Carnet utilization across the region. Ms. Faiza also
highlighted issues like missing direct connectivity via air or land routes that hamper business community significantly
and focussed that if Tajikistan comes under fold of APTTA, as it is being discussed, then connectivity on regional grounds
would be assured concretely.

The session concluded with remarks from EU - BOMNAF and UNDP representatives with a promise to take these
regional issues towards the solution for better bilateral trade, peace & integrity in this region.

Zubair Motiwala represented business community across the border while meeting
Afghan President H.E. Dr. Ashraf Ghani
H.E. Mohammad Ashraf Ghani, President Islamic Republic of Afghanistan visited Islamabad in
November 2014 with his delegation including Ahmad Zia Masoud, Special Envoy to the president,
Muhammad Khan, First Deputy Chief Executive, Mohammad Hanif Atmar, National Security Adviser,
Zarar Ahmad Osmani, Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hazrat Omar Zakhilwal, National Economic
Adviser and Acting Minister for Finance, Shakir Kargar, Acting Minister of Commerce and Industries

and Khan Jan Alokozai, President Pakistan Afghanistan Joint Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(PAJCCI) and leader of business delegation.
During his visit, Dr. Ghani also addressed business community of Pakistan at “Pak-Afghan Trade and
Investment Forum” organized by Ministry of Commerce – Pakistan and established his vision of
enhancing bilateral ties with Pakistan, the most strategic neighbor of Afghanistan. At the event, Zubair
Motiwala – Co-President PAJCCI represented the sentiments of business community across the border
and reiterated that during couple of years few elements have severely affected the confidence building
measures initiated by both the Governments for enhancing cordial relationship between the two
neighbouring countries. These mainly includes weak border management system promoting informal
trade, requirement to convert unofficial payments through mainstream channels across the border,
political and legal insecurity, lack of tariff parity or rationalization, coordinated investments by India
and Iran in Afghanistan in contrast to Pakistan, penetration of India and Turkey as significant trade and
development partners in Afghanistan due to trust deficit, lack of confidence and lack of facilitation in
context of both transit and trade matters from Pakistan. He established that this calls for an overall rehauling of the business and economic reforms between the two countries on an urgent basis.
He emphasized greatly on the dire need of tariff rationalization and fiscal reforms to counter parallel
trade between the two countries, that cannot be otherwise overcome by any other force and proposed to
formulate a joint committee for rationalization of duties between the two countries having members of
FBR, Commerce and Trade to ensure that tariff disparity is minimized leading to discussions for Free
Trade Agreement (FTA). He urged that competitive tariff may be devised to facilitate Pakistani
businessmen and traders in effectively countering the challenges faced by them.
He emphasized on the importance of establishing Export Houses for the business and trading
community across the border under PAJCCI’s umbrella, run by professional management with due
support from Governments on both the sides. This concept would eliminate issues related to quality
specifications, trust deficit, insurance and payment matters and will build the confidence amongst each
other. He reiterated the need to revitalize the regional cooperation and welcomed extension of APTTA
to Tajikistan and focused that both the governments should ensure that travel modes and visa regime
are made competitive to enhance regional integration.
Motiwala urged that in order to protect the rights of trading and business partners across the border, an
arbitration clause may be made part of the contractual obligations. He established that this visit of
Honorable President Islamic Republic of Afghanistan is a remarkable initiative and both countries
would significantly benefit from such endeavors. Motiwala also proposed that in order to consolidate
the shared economic vision between the two countries, President Ghani should induct a Pakistani
advisor and in reciprocity Prime Minister Sharif should appoint an Afghani advisor which would in true
essence bridge the differences and create an affirming platform.
Ishaq Dar, Finance Minister Pakistan acknowledged the proposals and affirmed that these issues were
also part of the top priority discussion points during his meeting with his counterpart from Afghanistan,
Zakhilwal and soon business communities across the border would see implementations in these areas.
Dr. Ghani also accredited that advocacy of PAJCCI in this context will soon see the results in terms of
major reforms.
PAJCCI’s Pakistan Chapter delegation under the leadership of Mr. Muhammad Zubair Motiwala
included Engr Daroo Khan, Junaid Esmail Makda, Talat Mahmood, Abdul Qayum Khalil, Muhammad
Jawed Bilwani, Ghulam Sarwar Khan Mohmand, Haji Hameedullah, Haji Abdul Qayum & Ziaul Haq

Sarhadi. President of KCCI, Iftikhar Ahmed Vohra and Ms. Faiza, Secretary General also accompanied
the delegation.

PAJCCI participated at the East West Institute Conference on "Doing
Business with Afghanistan" in Istanbul

PAJCCI participated at the East West Institute Conference on "Doing Business with Afghanistan"
during November 26-27, 2014 in Istanbul, Turkey. Mr. Muhammad Zubair Motiwala, Co-President,
PAJCCI and Faiza were invited as speakers from Pakistan. Mr. Motiwala deliberated upon the topic of
“Setting the scene for Economic Security: An outlook of bilateral and regional trade post-2014”
whereas Faiza spoke on “Expanding Regional Trade: Afghanistan-Pakistan Trade and Transit
Agreement-challenges to business and prospects for solutions”. The speakers were invited from the
private sector of Pakistan, India, Afghanistan and Turkey. The conference was facilitated by The Union

of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey (TOBB) and was part of Abu Dhabi Process
Meeting, a series on “Afghanistan Reconnected: Businesses Take Action to Unlock Trade in the
Region”.

PAJCCI & RCCI should be supported and complemented for their efforts in
enhancing bi-lateral ties between Pakistan and Afghanistan:
S.M. Munir, Chief Executive- TDAP
The launching Ceremony of 3rd Made in Pakistan Exhibition at Kabul and 1st at Mazaar Shareef was
held in Karachi in December 2014 by Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce & Industry (RCCI) in
collaboration with Pakistan Afghanistan Joint Chamber of Commerce & Industry (PAJCCI).
The Chief Guest of the event S. M. Munir, Chief Executive, TDAP acknowledged the efforts of RCCI in
nourishing this platform of establishing the brand “PAKISTAN” globally and accredited role of Zubair Motiwala
from the platform of PAJCCI in developing and enhancing bilateral ties and facilitation in resolution of irritants
between the two neighboring countries for the betterment of business communities across the border. He shed
light on initiatives being taken by TDAP in establishing confidence of business community and efforts
undertaken to reach the international markets through exhibitions and export enhancement avenues. He reiterated
that Pakistani products are of world class standard but due to lack of strategic framework we are still unable to
tap the potential optimally in international arena. He further extended support from the platform of TDAP to
RCCI and PAJCCI for supporting their endeavors in strengthening image of Pakistan across the globe.
Khurshid Barlas, Chairman - Regional Trade Coordination Committee – RCCI briefed about Made in Pakistan
exhibitions in specific context of Afghanistan. He also acknowledged support of PAJCCI as a main collaborator
and highlighted that the focus of RCCI is enhancing trade with SAARC countries more as the current regional
trade is just 3.5%.
Syed Asad Mashadi, President, RCCI instilled that due to the hard work of RCCI team and support from their
collaborators, they are successfully organizing such events throughout the world. He emphasized that Made in
Pakistan Exhibition in Afghanistan is a way to establish healthy trade pattern between the two countries which
will ultimately reduce the declining FDI and improve trade deficit.
The Guest of Honor and Co-President PAJCCI, Muhammad Zubair Motiwala acknowledged initiatives of RCCI
in this context especially to establish the brand Pakistan keenly and assured support from PAJCCI towards all
their efforts. He stated that Pakistan with its strategic physical and human resources is second to none, provided
strategic and governmental support is also aligned with business fraternity to raise the bar. Giving his views on
Afghanistan, he said that Pakistan has porous border with Afghanistan, share same culture, religion and
ultimately similar challenges. Both nations should supplement each other to help enhance regional integration.

Currently legal trade with Afghanistan is $2.5bn however the potential is of more than $10bn if policies are made
according to the needs of both the countries. It’s not about Afghanistan only, rather this route opens access for
Pakistan towards CIS countries that would aid revive the ancient silk route.
He emphasized upon PAJCCI’s critical role in strengthening the ties between the two countries in short span of
time. It has helped resolve several chronic issues that were pending since a decade. He reinforced that fiscal
reforms and tariff rationalization is the dire need and establishment of Export Houses between the countries for
the business and trading community under PAJCCI’s umbrella with due support from Governments on both the
sides would eliminate issues related to quality specifications, trust deficit, insurance and payment matters and
will build the confidence amongst each other. Motiwala also informed that these confidence building measures
were also brought under notice of Finance Ministers of both the countries and were also acknowledged by H.E.
President of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan during his recent visit to Pakistan.
During the event, Iftikhar Ahmed Vohra, President, KCCI and Abdul Nasir Mayar, Deputy Commercial Attaché,
Consulate General of Afghanistan in Karachi also appreciated the role of RCCI along with PAJCCI in ensuring
development of conducive and mutually beneficial environment for the business community across the border.

Pakistan Afghanistan Joint Chamber Of Commerce & Industry (PAJCCI) and
Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce & Industry (RCCI) joined hands for strengthening
and supporting regional trade activities.

During the launching Ceremony of 3rd Made in Pakistan Exhibition & Conference held in Karachi in December
2014, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between RCCI and PAJCCI to encourage regional
trade activities, exchange of trade delegations, participate in trade fairs and exhibitions, facilitate Afghanistan
business market and ensure connectivity with CIS and South Asian regions.
S.M. Muneer, Chief Executive, TDAP was also present at the MoU signing ceremony and appreciated initiative
taken by PAJCCI & RCCI and ensured his support towards their endeavors in establishing positive image of
brand “Pakistan” globally.
At the same instance, PAJCCI also offered its first institutional membership to RCCI, whereby Zubair Motiwala,
Co-President – PAJCCI presented the offer to Syed Asad Mashadi, President, RCCI on behalf of its executive
committee. Directors of PAJCCI A.Q. Khalil, Jawed Bilwani, Junaid Makda, President KCCI Iftikhar Vohra, Deputy
Commercial Attache Afghanistan Nasir Mayar, Chairman Regional Trade Committee RCCI Khurshid Birlas and
Secretary General PAJCCI Faiza Nasir were also present at the ceremony.
This image cannot currently be display ed.

Afghan govt. invites PAJCCI, KCCI delegations to enhance regional trade
President of Afghanistan, Ashraf Ghani was keen to enhance trade ties with Pakistan in
order to pave way for a mutually beneficial partnership. In this regard, the Afghan
government in its new set up wishes to receive business delegations from Pakistan
Afghanistan Joint Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PAJCCI) and the Karachi
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) in order to explore opportunities for
building close and cooperative relationship.
Commercial Counselor Afghan Consulate in Karachi, Zeeshan Ibrahimi expressed these
views during his visit to Pakistan-Afghanistan Joint Chamber of Commerce and Industry
to meet Co-President PAJCCI Zubair Motiwala and President KCCI, Iftikhar Ahmed
Vohra.

During the meeting, Commercial Counselor extended formal invitations of the Afghan
government to Zubair Motiwala and Iftikhar Ahmed Vohra for composing high powered
delegations of their respective chambers.
Zeeshan Ibrahimi said that the Afghan government desires to invite Pakistani business
delegations to thoroughly discuss elimination of hurdles in trade and enhance bilateral
trade between the two countries with special focus on forming a strong regional
trading block.
He asked PAJCCI and KCCI to identify potential sectors and nominate relevant members
of the business community of Pakistan including Presidents of both chambers so that
Afghan government could finalize arrangements for their meetings with high officials of
Afghan government and notable representatives of Afghanistan’s business community.
Zeeshan Ibrahimi further sought assistance of both chambers in identifying potential
investors in the field of redevelopment of Afghanistan and exploration of minerals with
a view to establish strong and engaging relationship on long-term basis.
Co-President PAJCCI Zubair Motiwala, while commending the initiative of Afghan
President to rejuvenate economic and political relationship with its strategic neighbor,
said that it would significantly facilitate and enhance both transit and bilateral trade in
future.
Speaking on the occasion, President KCCI Iftikhar Ahmed Vohra also welcomed Afghan
President’s focus on strengthening trade ties which would surely go in favor of both the
economies. He said that the Karachi Chamber will always support such ideas and
initiatives for the progress and prosperity of the region.

1st International Joint Training of Secretariat at Directors of PAJCCI in Dubai
Pakistan Afghanistan Joint Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PAJCCI) is a joint endeavor of Afghanistan and
Pakistan and have progressed tremendously under inspirational leadership of Mr. Muhammad Zubair Motiwala
and Mr. Khan Jan Alkozai in a short span of time.
British High Commission and Center for International Private Enterprises (CIPE) has supported the formation
and development of this unique and first International Chamber between Pakistan and Afghanistan. Recently
CIPE has engaged consultants from Membership 180 - USA with a motive to facilitate the Chamber in orienting
itself with the International best practices in the wide world of Chambers and Associations. The consultants
visited Secretariat of both the Chapters, met board of directors, interviewed members of PAJCCI across the
border and developed a comprehensive training and development program for further improvement of
Secretariat along with linking the vision of Board.
The 3 days training session was held in Dubai where trainers from Membership 180 – USA, Mr. Jay Handler and
Ms. Annette Medlin, run through staff through best working practices and oriented them technological
solutions to further enhance their working and operations. On the conclusive day, board members were also
engaged in the deliberations to devise future action plan and identify mutual opportunities across the border.

